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LEXINGTON uw 


The Birthplace of American Lyberty_ 


A HANDBOOK 


Containing a Brief Summary of the Events Leading Up to the Out- 
break of the American Revolution—Paul Revere’s Narra- 
tive of His Famous Ride—an Account of the Battleof 
Lexington—a Sketch of the Town and the Places 
of Historic Interest—I nscriptions on All 
Historic Tablets—Directory— 
Map and Numerous 
Illustrations 


By FRED S. PIPER , 
PAST PRESIDENT AND PAST HISTORIAN OF THE 
LEXINGTON HISTORICAL SOCIETY 


Copyright 1902, 1910, 1915, 1918, 1920, 1923, 1928, 1934, by Lexington Historical Society 


Ninth Edition 


Lexincton HusToricaL SoclETY 
LEXINGTON 


1934 
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Library of Congress I74.L67P741 1934 
ae Copy 2. is 
CG 2604 Copyright <A 74267 {3} 917.444 
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Piper, Fred Smith, 1867- fe 
Lexington, the birthplace of American liberty; a handbook 
containing a brief summary of the events leading up to the out- 
break of the American revolution—Paul Revere’s narrative 
of his famous ride—an account of the battle of Lexington—a 
sketch of the town and the places of historic interest—inscrip- 
eptions on all historic tablets—directory—map and numerous 
illustrations, by Fred S. Piper... 9th ed. Lexington ;Mass., 


, Lexington historical society, 195-4. 
G2 p., 1 1. illus. (incl. ports., facsims.) double map. 214°, 


1. Lexington, Mass.—Desecr. 2. Lexington, Battle of, 1773. I. Lex- 
ington historical society, Lexington, Mass. 
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Hayes Memorial Fountain and Statue of Captain John Parker 
Lexington Common 


Dedicated April 19, 1900. Henry H. Kitson, Sculptor 
Gift of Mr. Francis B. Hayes 
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POINTS OF INTEREST 


HE tourist coming to Lexington over Massachusetts 

Avenue, by much the same route as that of Paul Re- 
vere and the British troops, will see Lexington’s points of 
historic interest in the following order. Buildings open to 
the public are so indicated. 


Restate noose Ee dete 
East Village 


1. STEPHEN Rossins, Sr., House, built 1720, No. 145 Mass. 
Ave., nearly opposite Pleasant St. R. 


2. Srone Taster, Pleasant St., at junction with Follen 
. Road and Mass. Ave. L., marking the spot where 
Benjamin Wellington was captured and disarmed by 

the British scouts. 


ETRE eee EEE REE EEE EERE EEE E EEE E EEE EEE EEE EEE RHEE ETH E EEE OEE EEeee 


: NEAR THIS SPOT AT EARLY DAWN ON THE IQTH | 
: oF ApRIL, 1775, BENJAMIN WELLINGTON, : 
" : A MINUTE MAN WAS SURPRISED BY Britisu : 
: SCOUTS AND DISARMED. WITH UNDAUNTED : 
: COURAGE HE BORROWED ANOTHER GUN AND } 
: HASTENED TO JOIN HIS COMRADES ON Lex- : 
: INGTON GREEN HE ALSO SERVED HIS COUNTRY } 
: AT WHITE PLAINS AND SARATOGA. THE FIRST : 
: ARMED MAN TAKEN IN THE REVOLUTION 


a ERR eR Ree E TEREST EE EES EEE EE EEE EEE HEHEHE HEHEHE eee ee enae 


3. Stone Buiipine, No. 157 Mass. Ave. R. Built 1833. 

~ Isaac Melvin, architect. Used for many years for 

religious and forum purposes. Here Ralph Waldo 
Emerson preached for two years. 


4. FotteN Cuurcy, R. built 1840. 
See page II. 
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5. Home or JonatHan Harrineron, No. 205 Mass. 
Ave. R. 


eee eee eee eee ee eee 


HOME OF 
JonaTHAN HarrINGTON 
THE LAST 
SuRVIVOR OF THE BatTLe or LExINGToN 


Born Jury 8 1758 DIED MARCH 27 1854 


PRR ee ee eee eee REE E EERE HEHEHE HEHEHE HEHE EEE EEE EEE HEHEHE HEHEHE HH ee® 


Munroe District 


6. Sanperson House, No. 290 Mass. Ave. L. Built 1689. 
A wounded British soldier was left here. 


7. Mason Howse, No. 283 Mass. Ave. R. Built 1680. 


8. Tur Munroe Tavern. Built 1695. No. 296 Mass. Ave. 
L. Open, Patriot’s Day to Armistice Day, 9.30 a.m. 
to § P.M. Sundays, 2 to § P.M. See page 43. 


eet ete eee eee eee eee eee ee ee Pee ee CeCe CCC CCE Tee eee errr 


Eart Percy’s 
HEADQUARTERS AND HosPITAL 


APRIL 19, 1775 
THE MUNROE TAVERN 
BUILT 1695 


ere eter er eee eee eee eee ee eee ee ee eee ee eee eee eee ee ee eee eee eee eee ee ee ee ee 


g. THE Mu.tixen Houses, No. 297 and No. 301 Mass. Ave. 
R. No. 297 built 1799 and No. 301 built 1795. The 
earlier home and the clock-shop of this well-known 
family were burned by the British Troops (see No. 
10). The family then moved into the Raymond Tav- 
ern, remaining there until one of the sons built the 
new house (No. 301) in 1795, on the same site as the 
Raymond Tavern. 
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to. Srone TABet, Mass. Ave. near Bloomfield St. L. 


: On tHE Hiit To THE SoutH was PLANTED 
: ONE OF THE BritisH FIELDPIECES 
APRIL 19 1775 
TO COMMAND THE VILLAGE : 
AND ITS APPROACHES AND NEAR THIS PLACE ye 
SEVERAL BUILDINGS WERE BURNED 


Re eee eR EEE ER EEE EEE E EERE EHH EEE ET HEE EEE EE EEE E EE HEHE EEE EEEe 


1. Strona Cannon, Mass. Ave. in front of High School R., 
marking location of Earl Percy’s second cannon. 


ee rr eee eee ee 


NEAR THIS SPOT 


EARL PERCY 
WITH REENFORCEMENTS PLANTED A 
FIELDPIECE TO COVER THE RETREAT OF THE 
BriTisH TROOPS 
APRIL Ig 1775 


TPR ROHR eH ROHR EERE OHHH EEE EES EEE REET ESSE EHH HEHE EEE eee EEE eEEesaeseeeaeeeee 


12..THE RusseLtt Houser, No. 347 Mass. Ave. next to 
High School R. On this spot, in 1775, stood a small 
house occupied by Matthew Mead. On the evening 
of April 18 three British officers (probably three of 
the nine sent out by General Gage) entered and, 
without ceremony, helped themselves to the day’s 
baking of brown bread and beans. The older part of 
the present building was erected in 1779 and in it is 
probably incorporated the frame of the earlier struc- 
ture. 


13. SITE OF THE BENJAMIN MERRIAM HoUsE, west corner 
of Winthrop Road and Mass. Ave. L. This house 
was one of those pillaged by the British. The house 
has since been moved to Woburn St. (opposite), 
being the first building on the right after crossing 
the railroad tracks. 
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14. Sire or THE House or THE First Minister, Rev. 
Benjamin Estabrook, No. 377 Mass. Ave., third 
from Woburn St. R. Here, in 1692, the settlers of 
Cambridge Farms built a home for their minister, 
“upon his own land 42 foot long and 18 foot wide 
14 foot stud and a silor under one of the rooms.” 


Lexin gton Centre 


15. THE Cary Memoriat Buripinc, No. 375 Mass. 
Ave. R. Contains the Sandham Painting of the 


Battle, Statues of Hancock and Adams, etc. See 


page $5. 


16. THE Cary Memoria Lisrary, No. 510 Mass. Ave. 
corner Clarke St. L. Contains a number of paintings 
of historic personages. Open, week days, Io A.M. to 
8 P.M. Saturdays, 9 P.M. See page 51. 


17. THE Orp Betrry. Reached from Clarke St. nearly 


opposite Cary Memorial Library. See page 37. 


PTT t terre eee eee ee ee ee ee eee ee Pe Tee TCC Pe CCC PCC eee eee eee 


THIS BELFRY WAS ERECTED ON THIS HILLIN 1761 
AND REMOVED TO THE COMMON IN 1768.- In 
IT WAS HUNG THE BELL WHICH RUNG OUT 
THE ALARM ON THE IQTH OF APRIL 1775 
IN 1797 IT WAS REMOVED TO THE PARKER HOME- 
STEAD IN THE SOUTH PART OF THE TOWN 
IN I89I IT WAS BROUGHT BACK TOTHIS SPOT BY 
THE Lexincron HisroricaLt SociETy 

REBUILT 1910 


« 
Fe ee ee ee ee ee Re ee EEE REE E TEETH HEE E ES EEE THREE EEE SHEESH EEEEE EEE ES 


18. Srarue or Caprain JoHN Parker. See illustration, 
frontispiece. 
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19. THe Buckman Tavern. Built 1690. To the right of the 
Green. Open, week days, Io a.M. to § p.M. Sundays, 
2 to 5 P.M. See page 46. 


Pee eee ee eee eee eee eee eee e ree ee eee eee eee eee eee) 


HOUSE BUILT 1690 
KNOWN AS THE 


BUCKMAN TAVERN 
A RENDEZVOUS OF THE 
Minute Men 
A MARK FOR BRITISH BULLETS 
APRIL Ig, 1775 


PRR O Oe EEE EH EEE EEE EHH SHEE HE ET ERE E EEE EEE EHH TEESE EEE EHH E EE EEE EEE eEeeeE®e 


20. Tue Batrie-Green. See page 33. Stone, marking site 


of first three meeting houses 1692—1 846. 


BR eee ORO EEE EE EEE EEE E SHOE TEESE TEE EEE EE ESSE ESE HES EEE EEEEEEETH EEE EEEEEES 


SITE OF THE First THREE MEETING 
Houses 1n LEXINGTON 


I. Buttr 1692 WHEN THE TOWN WAS A PAR- 
ISH OF CAMBRIDGE. 
Il. Burttr 1713 ON THE INCORPORATION OF 
LEXINGTON, 
WI. Buittr 1794. Burnep 1846. Tuts spor 
IS THUS IDENTIFIED WITH THE Town’s 
History FOR 150 YEARS. 


eee eee eee eee ee eee eee eee ee eee eee eee eee eee eee eee eee eee ee eee eee ee eee eee) 


21. BouLpER, marking site of the Old Belfry. The Belfry 
was not built upon the church, but was a separate 
structure. See page 37. 


22. House or Marretr anp NatHan Munroe. Built 
1729. No. 526 Mass. Ave. L. of the Green. See 


page §o- 
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HOUSE OF 


MarrEtT AND NATHAN 
MunNrROE 


BUILT 1729 
A WITNESS OF THE BATTLE 
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23. BouLper, across the Common, marking line of the 
Minute-men. 


FORO ee ee EERE EERE EE EEE EET E EEE HEE E HEHE EEE HEHEHE HEHEHE EEE EEE EEE SETHE EEE 


LINE OF THE MINUTE MEN 


APRIL 19, 1775 


? STAND YOUR GROUND DON’T FIRE UNLESS FIRED 


UPON BUT IF THEY MEAN TO HAVE A WAR LET : 
: IT BEGIN HERE. 


—Captain Parker. 
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24. Revo.tutionary Monument. Erected 1799. The bodies 
of the patriots who fell on the Battle-green, April 
19, 1775, were placed in a tomb back of this monu- 
ment April 19, 1835. See page 35. 

25. First Parish Cuurcu, Elm Ave. at head of the Green. 


Erected 1847, following the destruction by fire of 


the meeting house on the Green. Isaac Melvin, 
architect. 


26. “Ye Op Buryinc Grounp,” Elm Ave. near its junc- 
tion with Mass. Ave. Entrance marked by boulder. 
See page $4. 

27. Harrincton House, Elm Ave. beside First Parish 
Church, built 1799. The Daniel Harrington House, a 


witness of the battle, stood between this house and 
the Jonathan Harrington House. 


28. JonarHAN Harrincton House, Elm Ave., corner 


Bedford St. See page 49. 


Tee eT eee e ee eee eee ee ee eee eee eee ee ee eee ee eee ee ee eee eee eee eee eee eee ee eee 


HOUSE OF 
JonaTHAN HARRINGTON 
WHO WOUNDED ON THE COMMON 
APRIL 19, 1775 
DRAGGED HIMSELF TO THE 
DOOR AND DIED AT HIS 
WIFE’S FEET 
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29. Masonic. Tempte (dedicated 1918), Elm Ave. between 
Bedford St. and Hancock St. See page 48. 


Tuis BUILDING WAS USED AS 


THE First NorMat ScHoo.i 
IN AMERICA, 


OPENED WITH 3 PUPILS JULY 4, 1839. 
Bui_t ror LEx1nNGToN ACADEMY 1822, 


Oe eR EER eee EER EEE EERE EEE EEE EEE EEE EEE ESET EEE EEE EEE HEH EEHHEE THEE ES Ee eens 


30. HancocKk-CriarkE House. Four minutes’ walk on Han- 
cock St. R. Open week days April 1 to November 1, 
9.30 A.M. to 5 P.M. Sundays, 2 to 5 p.m. November, 
December and March, II a.m. to 4 P.M. Sundays, 
2 to 4 p.M. Not open January and February. See 


page 38. 
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BUILT 1698 ENLARGED 1734 
RESIDENCE OF 
Rev. Joun Hancock 65 YEARS 
AND OF HIS SUCCESSOR 
Rev. Jonas CLARKE $0 YEARS 
HERE SAMUEL ADAMS AND JoHN Hancock 
WERE SLEEPING WHEN AROUSED BY 
Pau REVERE APRIL 19, 1775 


eee eee eee ee ee eee eee eee eee eee eee eee eee eee ee eee eee eee eee eee eee eee ee eee 


31. Fiske House. Built 1732. Five minutes’ walk on Han- 
cock St. beyond Hancock-Clarke House (turn L. at 
fork, house R.). See page So. 


eee e PPP Oe CeCe C eee TCC eee CeCe CC eee CeCe eee ee Pe eee eee ee ee eee eee eee ee ee ee 


BuiLtT 1732 . 
HOUSE OF 
Dr. JosepH Fiske 
WHO ATTENDED THE WOUNDED APRIL Ig 1775 
AND SERVED IN THE CONTINENTAL ARMY 
AS SURGEON THROUGHOUT THE WAR 
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Turning back to Massachusetts Avenue and con- 


tinuing over route of Paul Revere and the British troops 
toward Concord. 


32. Haywarp WELL, Mass. Ave. opposite Wood St., L. 


ee ee REE EERE EEE OEE EE EEE EEE EH EEE EEE H EEE EERE EEE EEE EEE EEE EEE Ee 
. 


AT THIS WELL APRIL 19, 1775 
James Haywarp or Acton 
MET A BRITISH SOLDIER WHO RAISING HIS GUN 
SAID YOU ARE A DEAD MAN 
AND SO ARE YOU REPLIED HAYWARD 
BOTH FIRED THE SOLDIER WAS INSTANTLY 
KILLED AND HAYWARD MORTALLY 
WOUNDED 


oP e ee eee eee ee ee eee CeCe CeCe CCC CCC CeCe CUTE Tee eee Cee eee eee eee ee, 


33. TABLET, at corner, R. where Mass. Ave. and State 
Highway unite. 


Se ERE EEE EEE EERE EERE EOE HEHE EEE EERE EEE EEE EHH aE ene eee eeeEe 


Tuts BLUFF WAS USED AS A RALLYING 
Point BY THE BriTIsH 
APRIL 19 1775 
AFTER A SHARP FIGHT THEY RETREATED TO 
Fiske HILL FROM WHICH THEY WERE 
DRIVEN IN GREAT CONFUSION 


POPP rrer rere rrr rrrr rr rrr rrr eee eee eee ee ee eee ee eee ee ee ee ee ee ee 


Lincoln 


34. OLtp County Roap, leading to R. just beyond Bluff, 
is the original road and joins the State Highway 
about a half mile beyond. On this old road are two 
houses, witnesses of the fighting April 19, 1775, and 
the unmarked graves of four British soldiers. 


35. TasLet, marking spot where Paul Revere was cap- 


tured, R. 
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36. Stone Monument, marking the site of the home of 
Captain John Parker and the birthplace of his il- 
lustrious grandson, Theodore Parker. Spring St. 
about two miles south of the Green. See page 52. 


See Directory Map at back of book. 


AT THIS POINT, 
ON THE OLD CONCORD ROAD AS IT THEN WAS, 
ENDED THE MIDNIGHT RIDE OF 
' PAUL REVERE. 


HE HAD, AT ABOUT TWO O'CLOCK OF THE MORNING OF APRIL Ig 1775, THE 
NIGHT BEING CLEAR AND THE MOON IN ITS THIRD QUARTER, GOT THUS FAR ON HIS 
WAY FROM LEXINGTON TO CONCORD, ALARMING THE INHABITANTS AS HE WENT, 

WHEN HE AND HIS COMPANIONS, WILLIAM Dawes, or Boston, AND 
Dr. SAMUEL Prescott, OF CONCORD, WERE SUDDENLY HALTED BY A 
BrITISH PATROL, WHO HAD STATIONED THEMSELVES AT THIS BEND OF THE ROAD. 
DAWES TURNING BACK, MADE HIS ESCAPE. PRESCOTT, CLEARING THE STONE 
WALL, AND FOLLOWING A PATH KNOWN TO HIM THROUGH THE LOW GROUND, 
REGAINED THE HIGHWAY AT A POINT FURTHER ON, AND GAVE THE ALARM AT 
Concord. REVERE TRIED TO REACH THE NEIGHBORING WOOD, BUT WAS INTER- 
CEPTED BY A PARTY OF OFFICERS ACCOMPANYING THE PATROL, DETAINED AND 
KEPT IN ARREST. PRESENTLY HE WAS CARRIED BY THE PATROL BACK 
TO LEXINGTON, THERE RELEASED, AND THAT MORNING JOINED 
Hancock anp ApAMS. THREE MEN OF LEXINGTON, SANDERSON, BROWN AND 
Lorine, STOPPED AT AN EARLIER HOUR OF THE NIGHT BY THE SAME PATROL, 
WERE ALSO TAKEN BACK WITH REVERE 


TABLET—East LEXINGTON 


CHARLES FOLLEN 


BORN IN HESSE-DARMSTADT 
SEPTEMBER 4, 1796 


A FEARLESS ADVOCATE OF LIBERTY AND JUSTICE EXILED FOR CONSCIENCE SAKE 
HE SOUGHT IN AMERICA THE FREEDOM DENIED HIM IN THE OLD WORLD DIS- 
TINGUISHED FOR RICH AND VARIED LEARNING FOR UNCOMPROMISING DEVOTION TO 
THE CAUSE OF THE OPPRESSED AND ENSLAVED AND FOR THE SIMPLICITY AND 
INTEGRITY OF HIS CHARACTER HE ORGANIZED IN THIS TOWN THE FREE 
CHRISTIAN CHURCH AND BECAME ITS FIRST PASTOR. DESIGNED THE OCTAGON 
MEETING HOUSE HERE ERECTED AND ON HIS WAY TO ITS DEDICATION 
WAS LOST IN THE BURNING OF THE STEAMBOAT “‘LEXINGTON”’ 

ON LONG ISLAND SOUND JANUARY 13 1840 
THIS TABLET ERECTED I915 
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ee baal RESPONSE OF LEXINGTON © ts 

} ae | if TO THE APPEAL OF BOSTON vt 

a i 4 3 Dec. 1778. t 

(| ("l) “wE TRUST IN GOD.THAT SHOULD THE STATE | 

\ | OF OUR AFFAIRS REQUIRE IT, WE SHALL BE | 

: | . READY TO SACRIFICE OUR ESTATES AND EVERY : : 

3. | *) |\ THING DEAR IN LIFE. YEA AND LIFE ITSELF, * : 

: | IN SUPPORT OF THE COMMON CAUSE” : | 

Boda Se | ia ‘| 

ia NAMES OF THE CITIZENS : 

ee ed ee OF LEXINGTON 

ao] st WHO FELL IN FREEDOM'S CAUSE | 

Bes) APRIL 18, 1775. | 

b ‘| ENSIGN ROBERT MUNROE.| CALEB KARRINGTON. 

mae JONAS PARKER.  |JONATHAN HARRINGTOF, Jr: 
“4 SAMUEL HADLEY. JEDEDIAH MUNROE, | j 
_ | JOHN BROWN. JOHN RAYMOND. | | 

' | |. ISAAC MUZZEY. NATHANIEL WYMAN. 

_-| >}. “PREY POURED OUT THEIR GENEROUS BLOOD | 
| LIKE WATER,BEFORE THEY KNEW WHETHER _ 

FE “| “|. YY WOULD FERTILIZE THE LAND OF FREEDOM Eel ; 

[ |. OR OF BONDAGE? weneren, | 

; 3 iz 

oh ts ieeres a: Aspens was turn Ciomiovs Rewaats gt) ci 

| | | masemeecroconores = a we eee C 


Memorial Tablet in Town Hall 
Unveiled April 19, 1875 
(See page 16) 
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THE O_p MonuMEnNtT ON THE ComMMON 


POeeU UEC US CCU CE ECE 
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SacrepD To Ligerty & Tue RicHts oF MANKIND!!! 
THE Freevom & INDEPENDENCE OF AMERICA 
SEALED & DEFENDED WITH THE BLOOD OF HER SONS. 
Tuis MonuMENT IS ERECTED 
- By THE INHABITANTS OF LEXINGTON, 
UNDER THE PATRONAGE & AT THE EXPENCE, OF 
THE CoMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS, 

To THE MEMORY OF THEIR FELLOw CITIZENS, 
Ensicn Robert Munroe, Mess®s. Jonas Parker, 
Samuel Hadley, Jonathan Harrington, Fun’ ., 

Isaac Muzzy, Caleb Harrington anv Fohn Brown 
Or Lexincton, & Asahel Porter or Wosurn, 

WHo FELL ON THIS FIELD, THE FIRST VICTIMS TO THE 
Sworp oF BritisH Tyranny & OpprREssI0oN, 

ON THE MORNING OF THE EVER MEMORABLE 
NINETEENTH OF ApRIL, AN. Dom. 1776. 

Tue Dit was cast!!! 

THE Boop or THESE Martyrs, 

In THE CAUSE OF Gop & THEIR Country, 

Was THE CEMENT OF THE UNION OF THESE STATES, THEN 
Cotontes; & GAVE THE SPRING TO THE SPIRIT, FIRMNESS 
AND RESOLUTION OF THEIR FELLOW CITIZENS. 
THEY ROSE AS ONE MAN, TO REVENGE THEIR BRETHREN’S 
Boop, AND AT THE POINT OF THE SWORD, TO ASSERT & 
DEFEND THEIR NATIVE RIGHTS. 

THEY NOBLY DAR’D TO BE FREE! ! 

THE CONTEST WAS LONG, BLoopY & AFFECTING. 
RicHTEous HEAVEN APPROVED THE SOLEMN APPEAL; 
VicTrorRY CROWNED THEIR ARMS; AND 
Tue Peace, Liperty, & INDEPENDENCE OF THE UNITED 
STATES OF AMERICA, WAS THEIR GLORIOUS REWARD, 
Built in the year 1799. 


INSCRIPTION BY REV. JONAS CLARKE, 
(See pages 35 and 36) 
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eA BRIEF SUMMARY 


of he Events Leading up to the Outbreak 
of the American Revolution 


HE Colonists had long contended against British 
oppression, asserting their rights as Englishmen— 
not as vassal subjects. In 1761 James Otis re- 
signed his office as the King’s advocate and made his 
speech before Governor Hutchinson, in the Council 
Chamber of the Town House in defense of the rights of 
Bostonians, and condemning the injustices of the Writs 


of Assistance, a speech which 
set the Colonists ablaze—and 
in the words of John Adams 
“breathed into this Nation the 
breath of life.” It was the first 
act of revolution. 

- The Stamp Act was passed 
and repealed. Following the 
fatal policy that colonies were 
primarily a source of revenue 
to the mother country, Par- 
liament, in 1767, passed the 
Townshend Tax Bill* on tea, 
_ glass, etc., so unjust, especially 
in its provisions as to the uses 
of its revenue, as to be unbear- 
able. Boston resisted so firmly 
the King sent two regiments 
to assist in the enforcement of 
its laws. A clash was inevitable 


~ Pt ae ee aaa a 


OI, 


Ee RN 


att aS aE Ren Ai Bede tase on 
Statue of Samuel Adams 
in Cary Memorial Building 
Unveiled April 19, 1875 


—the Boston massacre occurred March 5, 1770, followed 
by the Governor’s complete submission to popular 


*Bill was repealed in May, 1770, except the tax on tea. 
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demand led by Samuel Adams, and the troops were 
withdrawn from Boston. There followed, in 1773, the 
shipment of tea to the Colonies, a situation met in 
Boston by an earnest appeal for advice addressed to all 
the towns in Massachusetts (Lexington’s reply, in part, 
is given on the Memorial Tablet, see page 12), and upon 
finding the inhabitants unanimous against permitting the 
tea to land, the Boston Tea Party on Dec. 16, 1773, was 
but a natural sequence. 

Retaliatory acts were passed by Parliament—the closing 
of the Port of Boston until the people could be starved into 
submission—the annulling of the Charter of the Massa- 
chusetts Bay Colony the heritage and 
glory of New England, were to be held only upon permis- 
sion of the King’s representative—the quartering of Royal 
troops on the town 


- the authority of the King and break the rebellious spirit of 


the ardent patriots of Massachusetts.* 

Great waves of sympathy swept through the other 
Colonies—if a town hesitated to give aid to Boston and 
Massachusetts it was at once scorned as a Tory town. 
Against this rising storm General Gage, who had assumed 
command over the Colony in June, 1774, appealed fer 
20,000 troops to make an entire conquest of New England. 


*The spirit of the men of the Bay Colony continued throughout the seven 
long years. There were credited to the American armies, during the Revolution, 
the following numbers of men: Massachusetts, 67,907; Connecticut, 31,9393 
Virginia, 26,678; Pennsylvania, 25,678; Maryland, 18,912; New York, which 
probably included Vermont, 17,781; New fake a 12,497; New Jersey, 
10,725; North Carolina, 7,263; South Carolina, 6,417; Rhode Island, 5,908; 


Georgia, 2,679; Delaware, 2,386. Massachusetts sent more men than either the 


‘Middle fists or the Sai combined. Yet at that time the popul ation of the , 


Middle States was more than double Massachusetts and that of the South two 
and one-half times the Bay Colonies. The contribution of Massachusetts and 
New England is of greatest significance if one will but recall that after the de- 
parture of the British troops from Boston in March, 1776, the entire war of 
the Revolution, with the exception of the campaign ss can trol the Hudson 


from Lake Ch ampk ain and two or three sporadic outbreaks, was fought outside 
New England. 
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other Colonies. Virginia issued 


Justice for the Colonists could not be had by the individ- 
ual efforts of the separate settlements—the situation was 
desperate and the fate of Boston might befall any of the 


her call for the first assembly of 
representatives from the thirteen 
Colonies and the Continental 
Congress of Philadelphia, Sept. 
5, 1774, met “not as a law mak- 
ing body, but as a collection of | 
emmissaries to counsel among Wadiark 
| 


themselves concerning their com- 
mon relations with England,” 
to which Massachusetts sent 
Samuel Adams and four others. 

The Provincial Congress as- 
sembled at Salem one month 
later and organized with John 
Hancock as Chairman. It as- 
sumed the government of Mass- 
achusetts, except in Boston, _ Statue of Gov. John Hancock 
where the British troops were 1" Cary Memorial Building 
stationed, took measures to or- Cerardee bp, fm si5 
ganize militia companies and to prepare for resistance by 
force if necessary. Executive power was placed in the 
hands of the Committee of Safety, prominent members of 
which were Dr. Joseph Warren and John Hancock. 

Close watch was kept over the movements of the British 
soldiers. Large quantities of military stores were collected 
at Concord and Salem, and Gage’s attempt to take the sup- 
plies at Salem, Feb. 26, 1775, resulted in ridiculous failure. 
In March it was reported that he intended to capture or de- 
stroy the stores at Concord, which from then on were care- 
fully guarded. In early April a report spread that Gage had 
received orders to arrest John Hancock and Samuel Adams 
and send them over to England to be tried for treason. 


- 

t ~— ETD 

s , —— ; 
: 

i j ai 


3 SS i 
Re ne pees aE Se ee 
, FEL AERIS DS si AE x nO. 


[17] 


’ tae | 
ty) nowane'2 nes tud rtbod g 7 


- ane. 
Sti? Ere, 


er Prescnnectneae | Sr netis ss si 
Iqee idgiobalid 40 ees irae 10. 


tron wel & es ton" tom at 


anor lattes of eoiinezimons 7 
-(rion Horls sf HiAMIDNOD esvisemeds — - 
" besten muw yw nort 
Ve eytoudoszeaM dotdlweot 
sao wot bose emsabA footed 
) Intontveyh oAT 
ic@ te holdmee 


| 
ro rs {ikgiO DES TORI 


The Provincial Congress, which had been in session at . 
Concord, adjourned April 15, and the Committee of 
Safety, also in session at Concord, adjourned April 17, 
to meet at Menotomy (Arlington), April 18. Both Han- 
cock and Adams who had been attending these meetings 
then became the guests of Rev. Jonas Clarke, pastor at 
Lexington. 

General Gage®™ attempted to keep his plans secret, but it 
is interesting to conjecture the part played by his wife, who 
was the daughter of a New Jersey patriot. Gordon, who 
was Chaplain of the Continental Congress, says in his 
“History of the Independence of the United States,” “A 
daughter of liberty sent word by a trusty hand to Mr. 
Samuel Adams, residing in-company with Mr. Hancock 
about thirteen miles from Charlestown that the troops 
were coming out in a few days.” Several historical writers 
seem to confirm the belief that this “Daughter of Liberty” 
was the wife of General Gage, and that she gave Dr. War- 
ren the valuable information sent to Hancock and Adams 
at Lexington. 

Revere’s first trip to Lexington was on Sunday, April 
16, at which time he gave Dr. Warren’s message to Han- 
cock and Adams as to the serious state of affairs in Boston, 
for these two patriots had to rely entirely on Dr. Warren 
and his “expresses” for all news from Boston. 

Relative to what followed, what can be more interesting 
or authentic than Paul Revere’s own written narrative? 


“The Saturday night preceding the 19th of April, about twelve 
o’clock at night, the boats belonging to the transports were all 
launched, and carried under the sterns of the men-of-war. (They had 
been previously hauled up and repaired.) We likewise found that the 
grenadiers and light infantry were all taken off duty. 

“From these movements we expected something serious was to be 
transacted. On Tuesday evening, the 18th, it was observed that a 
number of soldiers were marching towards the bottom of the Com- 


‘ *General Thomas Gage, born 1771, died 1787, married Dec. 8, 1758, Margaret 
Kembal, daughter of Peter Kembal, President of the Council of New Jersey. 
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mon. About ten o’clock, Dr. Warren sent in great haste for me, and 
begged that I would immediately set off for Lexington, where Messrs. 
Hancock and Adams were, and acquaint them of the movement, and 
thatit was thought they were. 
the objects. When J got to Dr. 
Warren’s house, I found he had 
sent an express by land to 
Lexington,—a Mr. William 
Dawes.* The Sunday before, by 
desire of Dr. Warren, I had 
been to Lexington, to Messrs. 
Hancock and Adams, who were 
at the Rev. Mr. Clark’s. J re- 
turned at night through 
Charlestown; there I agreed 
with a Colonel Conant and 
some other gentlemen, that if 
the British went out by water | bab 
we would show two lanthorns , 24 
in the North Church steeple; ; 
and if by land, one as asignal;_ | 
for we were apprehensive it | 
would be difficult to cross the eee 
Charles River, or get over 
Boston Neck.j IJ left Dr. 
Warren, called upon a friend, 
and desired him to make the 
signals. I then went home, took my boots and surtout, went to the 
north part of the town, where I kept a boat; two friends rowed me 
across Charles River a little to the eastward where the Somerset 
man-of-war lay. It was then young flood, the ship was winding, and 
the moon was rising. 

“They landed me on the Charlestown side. When I got into town, I 
met Colonel Conant and several others; they said they had seen our 
signals.{ I told them what was acting, and went to get mea horse; I got 


t 
; 
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, 
| 
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Paul Revere, 1813 
After Gilbert Stuart, by Jane E. Bartlett, 1883 
(In Cary Memorial Library) 


*The reader will note many differences between this account and the popular 
version of Longfellow’s poem. Dawes was well on his way over a much longer 
route through Brookline before Revere started. 

Signals arranged in advance so that if Revere, who was fully informed as to 
the movements of the troops, could not get out of Boston other messengers 
across the river could at least carry the news that the regulars were out. 

{Revere did not have to wait for the signals to be “flashed from the signal 
tower”; the inference is that they had been displayed and extinguished before he 
teached the Charlestown side. 
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a horse of Deacon Larkin. While the horse was preparing, Richard 


Devens, Esq., who was one of the Committee of Safety, came to me, and 
told me that he came down the road from Lexington after sundown that 
evening; that he met ten British officers, well mounted and armed, going 
up the road. 

“T set off upona very good horse; it was then about eleven o’clock, 
and very pleasant. After [ had passed Charlestown Neck, and got near- 
ly opposite where Mark was hung in chains, J saw two men on horseback 
under'a tree. When I got near them J discovered they were British off- 
cers. One tried to get ahead of me, and the other to take me. J turned 
my horse very quick and galloped towards Charlestown Neck, and then 
pushed for the Medford road. The one who chased me, endeavoring to 
cut me off, got into a clay pond, near where the new tavern is now built; 
I got clear of him, and went through Medford, over the bridge, and up 
to Menotomy. In Medford, I awakened the Captain of the Minute Men, 
and after that, I alarmed almost every house till I got to Lexington. 

“T found Messrs. Hancock and Adams at the Rev. Mr.Clark’s; I told 
them my errand, and enquired for Mr. Dawes; they said he had not 
been there; I related the story of the two officers, and supposed that 
he must have been stopped, as he ought to have been there before me.* 
After J had been there about half an hour, Mr. Dawes came; we re- 


' freshed ourselves, and set off for Concord to secure the stores, etc., there. 


We were overtaken by a young Dr. Prescott, whom we found to be a 
high Son of Liberty. I told them of the ten officers that Mr. Devens 
met, and that it was probable we might be stopped before we got to 


. Concord; for I supposed that after night they divided themselves; and 


that two of them had fixed themselves in such passages as were most 
likely to stop any intelligence going to Concord. I likewise mentioned 
that we had better alarm all the inhabitants till we got to Concord; the 
young Doctor much approved of it, and said he would stop with either 
of us, for the people between that and Concord knew him and would 
give the more credit to what we said. We had got nearly half way; ° 
Mr. Dawes and the Doctor stopped to alarm the people of a house; I 
was about one hundred rods ahead, when I saw two men, in nearly the 
same situations as those officers were, near Charlestown. I called for 
the Doctor and Mr. Dawes to come up; in an instant I was surrounded 
by four; —they had placed themselves in a straight road, that in- 
clined each way; they had taken down a pair of bars on the north 
side of the road, and two of them were under a tree in the pasture. 
The Doctor being foremost, he came up, and we tried to get past 
them; but they being armed with pistols and swords, they forced us 
into the pasture; the Doctor jumped his horse over a low stone wall, 


*Dawes had ridden about four miles more than Revere. 
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and got to Concord.* I observed a wood at a small distance, and’ 
made for that. When I got there, out started six officers on horse- 
back, and ordered me to dismount;—one of them, who appeared to 
have the command, examined 
me, where I came from, and 
what my name was? I told 
him. He asked me if I was an 
express? J answered in the af- 
firmative. He demanded what 
time J left Boston? I told him; 
and added that their troops 
had catched aground in pass- 
ing the river, and that there 
would be five hundred Amer- 
icans there in a short time for 
I had alarmed the country all As 
the way up. He immediately L 
rode towards those who 
stopped us, when all five of . 
them came down upon a full 
gallop; one of them, who I 
afterwards found tobea Major. 
Mitchell of the sth Regiment, — estewesesestinccemeectniness deni ae ssi 
clapped his pistol to my head, Major William Dawes, Jr., 1745-1799 
called me by name, and said Copied by Daniel Strain 

he was going to ask me some from the original portrait 
questions, ee ak aS ee (In Cary Memorial Library) 

give him true answers he would blow my brains out. He then 
asked me similar questions to those above. He then ordered me to 
mount my horse after searching me for arms. He then ordered them to 
advance and to lead me in front. When we got to the road, they turned 
down toward Lexington, and when we had got about one mile, the 
Major rode up to the officer that was leading me and told him to give 
me to the Sergeant. As soon as he told me, the Major ordered him, if I 
attempted to run, or anybody insulted them, to blow my brains out. 
We rode till we got near Lexington meeting- house, when the militia fired 
a volley of guns, which appeared to alarm them v ery much. The major 
inquired of me how far it was to Cambridge, and if there were any other 
road. After some consultation, the Major rode up to the Sergeant, and 
Salo if bis botse was tired. Ho answered him hew as—he was a Sergeant 
of Grenadiers, and had a small horse—then take that man’s horse. I dis- 


“hae 


*Neither Revere nor Dawes, in spite of the popular version, ever reached 
Concord. 
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mounted and the Sergeant mounted my horse, when they all rode toward 
Lexington meeting-house. I went across the burying-ground and some 
pastures, and came to the Rev. Mr. Clark’s house, where J found Messrs. 
Hancock and Adams. I told them of my treatment, and they concluded 
to go from that house towards Woburn. I went with them, and a Mr. 
Lowell, who was a clerk to Mr. Hancock. When we got to the house 
where they intended to stop, Mr. Lowell and myself returned to Mr. 
Clark’s to find what was going on. When we got there an elderly man 
came in; he said he had just come from the tavern, that aman had come 
from Boston, who said there were no British troops coming. Mr. Lowell 
and myself went towards the tavern, when we met a man ona full gallop, 
who told us the troops were coming up the rocks. We afterwards met 
another, who said they were close by, Mr. Lowell asked me to go to the 
tavern with him, to get a trunk of papers belonging to Mr. Hancock. We 
went up chamber, and while we were getting the trunk, we saw the Brit- 
ish very near, upon a full march. We hurried towards Mr. Clark’s house. 
In our way, we passed through the militia. There were about fifty. When 
we had got about one hundred yards from the meeting-house, the Brit- 
ish troops appeared on both sides of the meeting-house. In their front 


was an officer on horseback. They made a halt; when I saw and heard a 


gun fired, which appeared to be a pistol. Then I could distinguish two 
guns, and then a continual roar of musketry: when we made off with 
the trunk.” 
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Major Pitcairn’s Pistols 
T ; -- 
Used April 19, 1775 
In-the possession of 
the Lexington Historical Society 
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THE BATTLE OF LEXINGTON 


APTAIN PARKER, from his farm two miles away, 
reached the Common at an early hour, and as his 
little band of Minute-men gathered told them to 

remain in the vicinity until definite word could be had of 
the actual approach of the British Grenadiers. He sent 
scouts down the road toward Boston, but they did not 
return as they were captured by the outriders of the 
regulars. Having no definite knowledge as to the actual 
approach of the troops, Captain Parker was of a mind to 
dismiss his men, presuming that they had been called out 
on a false alarm, when the last scout returned with the 
news that the troops were but a quarter of a mile away (at 
Woburn St.). Captain Parker hastily ordered William Dia- 
mond to sound the alarm on the drum and the long roll on 
this drum was the first overt act of the American Revolu- 
tion. In the four hours since Revere’s alarm, some of 
Capt. Parker’s men had left the Buckman Tavern to visit 
neighbors at greater distances from the Common so that 
Orderly Sergeant Munroe, who formed the Minute-men 
into line on the Common under Captain Parker’s direction, 
had enly about 40 men in the front line when the regulars 
appeared just below the meeting-house. The second line 
was being formed when Major Pitcairn brought his troops 
around the meeting-house on Lexington Common. 

There were but seventy-seven in that little company of 
Lexington Minute-men. Well they knew the consequences 
of their array in arms and military formation across the 
path of the King’s regulars. Had not the King decreed that 
there should be no military organizations except by his 
warrant? The accumulation of military stores and arms 
was unlawful. There was a price on the heads of the town’s 
distinguished guests,—Hancock and Adams. Apparently 
the counsel of the patriotic leaders had been passed along 
to the Captain of each little company of Minute-men in the 
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Drum Beaten at the Battle of Lexington by William Diamond > 
Now in the possession of the Lexington Historical Society 
. (4t Hancock-Clarke House) ; 
The long roll on this drum was the first overt act of the Revolution 


Colony. Thus Capt. Parker and his men gathered, informed 
as to the general policy of the Committee of Safety and 
with the stirring words of the patriotic sermons of their 
beloved Pastor ringing in their ears. They were to resist 
tyranny and oppression, they were to be ready to meet the 
bolt which seemed inevitable, but were not to assume the 
offensive—the first blow must be struck by representatives 
of the King. Now what was this but a call for martyrdom? 
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The first that fell must fall as martyrs. Those seventy- 
seven men knew exactly what they faced when they lined 
across their Common and answered Captain Parker’s im- 
mortal command, “‘Don’t 


fire unless fired upon, but ) Se 
if they mean to have a , 

{ 

; 


war let it begin here.” 
Major Pitcairn halted 

his troops about 150 feet 

from the Minute-men and 


es 


rode forward, ordering ditged: 

them to lay down their ae’ 

; : rm | 

arms and disperse. Thrice af Ss 
Oe At ‘ 


the order was given, with 
curses. Then, in those 
tense moments some sub- 
ordinate British officer 
lost his head and gave the 
order to fire. Pitcairn, on 
his restless horse, did not 
see exactly what had hap- 
pened and presumed that From a miniature owned b 
some Minute-man (per- the Lexington Historical ates 
haps not one in line) had (4t Hancock-Clarke House) 
fired. He ordered his own 


, 
‘ 
, 
i A at ae le ae a ie a a thin Ane boom 


Major Pitcairn 


troops to “Fire at them, not over their heads.”’ The front 


rank of the Grenadiers fired and some of the Minute-men 
fell dead or wounded. The fire was returned, but seventy- 
seven against four hundred trained troops was impossible. 
Ebenezer Munroe was wounded—one musket ball grazed 
his cheek, another cut through his coat. Jonas Parker was 
killed on the spot where he stood. ““Roman history,” says 
Edward Everett, “does not furnish an example of bravery 
that outshines that of Jonas Parker. A truer heart did not 
bleed at Thermopylae. Parker was often heard to say, that 
be the consequences what they might, and let others 
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OF 22d February 1775: 


; To Captain Brown and Enfign D’Bernicre, (of the 


army under his command) whom he ordered to take 


z * & fketch of the roads, pafles, heights, &c. from Beftor, 
Re, . to Morcefter, and to make other obfervations : 


. } With & curious ; 
ONGA;R RO ASTOR VsE 
_ Wrote by the Enfign, 


In confequence of further Orders ead InfiruGions, 
‘from General Gage, of the 2oth Marck. following, 
to proceed te Cencord, to reconnzitre ard End out the 
flate of the provincial magazines :-what namber of 


cannon, &c, they have, sad in what condition: 


i 


Pee Beli srnAcL-Stoey ths a 
fn ACCOUNT oft ¢ ‘KranQGion: of the, 
FritifS troops, from the time they marched “out of: 
Boften, on the evening of the 1th, ull their confused; 


“ 


. 


and miffing on tha aufpicions det, as made toGen.Gage, 


fLefe in town by a Briti/> Officer previous to the evecua- 
tor of it by -the €nemy, and now printed for the 
information aud amufement of the curiews.] 
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Title Page of De Bernicre’s Narrative 
An original in possession of Lexington Historical Society 


(4t Hancock-Clarke H ouse) 
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do what they’pleased, he would never run from the enemy. 
He was as good as his word—better. Having loaded his 
musket, he placed his hat, containing the ammunition, on 
the ground between his feet in readiness for a second 
charge. At the second fire he was wounded and sank upon 
his knees; and in this condition, discharged his gun. While 
loading it again upon his knees, and striving in the agonies 
of death to redeem his pledge, he was transfixed by a 
bayonet:—and thus died on the spot where he first stood 
and fell.” 

Isaac Muzzy, Robert Munroe and Jonathan Harring- 
ton, Jr.* were killed on or near the Common. “Harring- 
ton’s was a cruel fate. He fell in front of his own house, on 
the north side of the Common. His wife at the window saw 


him fall, and then start up, the blood gushing from his — 


breast. He stretched out his arms toward her, as if for 
assistance, and fell again. Rising once more on his hands 
and knees, he crawled across the road towards his dwelling. 
She ran to meet him at the door, but it was to see him ex- 
pire at her feet.” 

Four Minute-men had gone into the Meeting-house to 
obtain a supply of powder. Caleb Harrington was killed 
as he attempted to escape from the building and Joseph 
Comee was wounded in the arm. William Tidd was struck 
senseless by a blow from an officer’s cutlass and Samuel 
Hadley and John Brown were killed by the pursuing Brit- 
ish troops while Asahel Porter of Woburn, unarmed, was 
killed as he attempted to escape. Eight killed and nine 
wounded—they had fulfilled their pledge to “‘sacrifice life 
itself in support of the common cause.” History records 
fewer instances of greater bravery than the Minute-men of 
Lexington. “They poured out their generous blood iike 
water, ; before they knew whether it would fertilize the land 
of freedom or of bondage.” 


*There were two Jonathan Harringtons on the Common that morning. Jona- 
than “Jr.” who was killed and Jonathan the fifer and lasi survivor. 
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Bill of Dr. Joseph Fiske 
, For care of wounded British soldiers, April, 1775 
Owned by Lexington Historical Society 
(4t Hancock-Clarke House) 
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Due to the enveloping smoke of the line fire of the Brit- . 


ish troops they suffered but little from the return fire of 
the Americans. Iwo regulars were wounded and Pitcairn’s* 
horse was struck in two places. By this time Col. Smith 
with the rest of the Grenadiers were on the Common— 
eight hundred strong. They gave three cheers and fired a 
volley in token of their victory. Then, just as the'sun was 
rising, they started on their line of match for-Concord-—- 
about six miles distant, where they arrived without further 
opposition. 

The alarm had spread and the Minute-men of Concord 
were augmented by the Minute-men of Acton, Bedford, 
Lincoln and Carlisle, in all probably 350 men. Due to the 
division of the regulars into scouting-parties the main body 
was repulsed by the Minute-men at the old North Bridge. 
Two men from Acton were killed, two wounded, and one 
from Lincoln was wounded. Two English soldiers were 
killed and a number wounded. Col. Smith then began his 
inglorious retreat to Charlestown Neck. But the alarm had 
spread like wildfire, from 24 towns troops were marching to 

avenge the slaughter at Lexington. All along the road com- 
panies of Minute-men joined the little groups that had 
been- fighting since morning. Merriams’ Corner, “the 
bloody angle,” and the bluff used asa rallying point by the 
Minute-men were the scenes of much bitter fighting. In 
fact, for historic accuracy, we should remember that the 
greater part of the conflict and by far the largest losses on 
both sides occurred along the line of retreat; for as the day 
wore on nearly 3800 Continentals had in some way at- 
tempted to harass the 1800 British troops in their attempt 
to reach Charlestown. 

General Gage sent reinforcements under Earl Percy, 
which were met by Smith and his fleeing regulars in Lex- 
ington, a short distance below the Common. 

Earl Percy drew up his fresh troops in a hollow square 


Major Pitcairn died from wounds received at the Battle of Bunker Hill. 
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to protect the exhausted men, planted a cannon at a 
point covering the road back to the Battle-green and 
proceeded to bombard the ee -house and the vil-, 
lage. He then placed a 
second cannon ‘on the 
hill back of the Munroe 
Tavern and established 


hospital in that old hos- 
telry. Raymond, the 
crippled man who was 
in charge (Munroe 
being with the Minute- 
men), was wantonly 
killed. Houses and 


barns were burned, and 


. > much property de- 
i i stroyed or stolen—a 

AS ; F ‘ ; 
Se A tnsaneicwcsaieneaill heavy blow to this little 
Earl Percy village of only eight 

From an oil painting, by Pompeo Bartoni hundred people. AMS it 
Copy by Pope, 1879 was all done directly 


Presented to the Town of Lexington by the 
Duke of Northumberland 
(In Cary Memorial Library) 


under Smith’s own 
eyes it must have been 
carried out with his 
consent.” 

¥ he delay at the Munroe Tavern had enabled more Min- 
ute-men to come up and line the march of retreat, and the 
fighting back to the cover of the British war-ships at 
Charlestown was practically continuous. The losses of the 
Continentals were 49 killed and 42 wounded; of the Brit- 
ish, 65 killed, 181 wounded and 27 missing. Thus closed the 
day which Samuel Adams has justly characterized as “a 
glorious day for America.” 


*The total amount of property in Lexington thus ruthlessly destroyed was 
valued at the time at £1761. 2s. 3d. 
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Names of the Seventy-Seven Men of Captain John Parker’s Company 


who were in the early morning engagement on Lexington Common, April 19, 1775 


OFFICERS 


Captain JoHN PARKER 
LievuTENANT WILLIAM Tipp 
Ensicn Rospert Munroe, killed 
Ensicn Josepu Simonps 

CLerk DanieL HarrIncTON 
OrpDerRLy Serct. WILLIAM MuNROE 


Corporat Joe VILEs 
Corporat SAMUEL SANDERSON 
Corporat JoHN MunrROE 
Corporat EBENEZER PARKER 
Drummer WILLIAM Diamonp 
Firer JoNaTHAN HarrinGTon 


PRIVATES 


EBENEZER BOWMAN 

Joun Bripce, Jr. 

James Brown 

Joun Brown, killed 

SoLomon Brown 

Joun CHANDLER 

Joxun CHANDLER, JR. 

JoserH Comer, wounded 

Rosert Dovc ass, of Captain Belknap’s 
Woburn Company, enlisted in Captain 
Parker’s company, April 19 

Tsaac Durant 

Prince -Estaprook, colored, wounded 

NATHANIEL FarMER, wounded 

Isaac GREEN 

WitiraM Grimes 

Cates Harrincton, killed 

Joun HarrincTon 

JoxatTHan Harrincton, “Jr.” killed (son 
of Henry, but known as a “Junior” at 
that time) 

Moses HARRINGTON, 3RD 

Moses HarrincTon, Jr. 

TuHappevus HarrINGTON 

Tuomas HarrinGToNn 

Isaac Hastincs 

SaMvueEL Hastincs 


- Samue. Haptey, killed 


Tuomas Hap ey, Jr. 

Joun Hosmer 

Micau Hacar 

Amos Lock 

BenyaMin Lock 

EeeNnezeR Lock 

Revuren Lock 

Asner Meap 

Esenezer Munroe, Jr. (son of Jonas, 
but known as a “Junior” at that time), 
wounded 


JepepiaH Munroe, wounded 

Joun Munroe, Jr. 

Natuan Munroe 

Wituram Mvnroe, 3RrD 

NATHANIEL MULLIKEN 

Isaac Muzzy, killed 

Joun Muzzy 

Jonas Parker, killed 

Jonas Parker, Jr. 

NATHANIEL PARKHURST 

Sotomon Pierce, wounded 

AsAHEL Porter, killed. Unarmed (had 
been taken prisoner, released but shot 
as he was running away) 

Josuua ReepD 

JosHua REeEp, Jr. 

NaTtHan REED 

Joun Rossins, wounded 

Puittip Russecy 

BENJAMIN SAMPSON 

Josuua Simonps 

Joun SmitH 

Paineas SMITH 

Smeon Srow 

Puineas STEARNS 

Jonas Stone, Jr. 

Joun Tipp, wounded 

SAMUEL T1pDD 

JoserH UnpERwoop 

BenjJAMIN WELLINGTON 

Exocu WELLINGTON 

Joun WIinsuiP 

Tuomas WINSHIP, wounded 

Sytvanus Woop, of Captain Walker’s 
Woburn Company, enlisted in Captain 
Parker’s company, April 19 

James Wyman 
77 in all not counting Porter, who was 

not in line. 


The foregoing list was compiled by Mr. Frank Warren Coburn of Lexington, Mass., as 


given in his book, “The Battle of April 19, 


Historica Society. 


1775," published in 1922 by the Lexincron 
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LEXINGTON, BATTLE-GREEX 


COMMITTEE was chosen at a public meeting in 

1707 to treat with “NIBOUR MUZZY” about the 

purchase of a piece of land lying north of the Meet- 
ing House. Four years later negotiations were completed 
and in consideration of £16 “NIBOUR MUZZY” deeded 
to the inhabitants of Cambridge Farms a certain parcel of 
land, estimated to contain one and one-half acres. In 1772 
the Town enlarged the Common* by the purchase of an 
additional acre at a cost of £25. This was the origin 
of Lexington Battle-green, the Birthplace of American 
Liberty. 


The Stone Pulpit 


This stone marks the site of the first three meeting 
houses ; the first, erected in 1692 when the settlement was 
a parish of Cambridge Farms, was a rough-boarded build- 
ing large enough to accommodate the families of the 30 or 
40 farmers who made up the settlement. Of its interior we 
read in the records that in 1695 “‘it was voated that the 
meeting house shal first be repayered and that the bodey 
of seats shall be driven back and that ther shall bea table 
set up befor the body of seats the whol length of the body 
of seats and that the meeting house shall be seelled with 
pine bords and hansom seats for women made on each side 
the meting house raised to a convenient height of which 
that on the east side next the door shall be for Mrs. Easta- 
brook,” and “that the galorys shal be enlarged and thre 
seats made on each side galory and fouer seats in the front 
galory all made and well finished.” 

This first building was probably just in front of the stone 
marker, while the second meeting house was probably 


*Purchased for the common use of all the inhabitants it was but natural for 


the spot (as in other New England towns) to be called the “Common” and as 
such it is so designated today. 
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Lexington Common 


just back of it and was erected in 1713, two years after the 
inhabitants had purchased the land for their common use. 
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PASTORATES 
BENJAMIN EsTaBROOK - - - - - 1692-1697 
t+ JOMM SARNCOUCK - “~"So ape! Se <2 ox 1698-1752 
Jonas CLARKE - - - - ----- 1755-1805 
Avery WILLIAMS - = - - - - - 1807-1815 
CHares Briccs - - - - - - - - 1819-1835 
Witiua C. Swett - = - - - - - 1836-1839 
Jason WHITMAN - - - - - - - 1845-1846 
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_ This building appears in the Doolittle picture of sag 


Battle of Lexington. 


The third was erected in 1794 and burned in 1846. 


Boulder 


The words of Capt. Parker are found in a letter by 
his grandson, Theodore Parker, to George Bancroft the 
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historian, as a tradition in the Parker family. They are 
confirmed by Col. William Munroe, orderly sergeant in 


Capt. Parker’s company. | | 
| 1°7'°74680 
Revolutionary Monument 
On the west side of the Common, on a natural elevation 
and the site of the first schoolhouse, stands the’granite 
monument erected in 1799 in memory of the men killed 
in the Battle of Lexington and the cause for which they 
fought and, died. It is the first monument of the Revolu- 
tion. The bodies of the slain were first buried in a common 
grave in the Old Cemetery, but on April 20, 1835, their 
remains were taken up, placed in a lead-covered casket en- 
cased in a mahogany sarcophagus, and deposited in a tomb 
that had been constructed in the rear of the foundation of 
the monument. Edward Everett was the orator of the oc- 


casion. The inscription on the monument was written by 
Rev. Jonas Clarke, minister of the town from 1755 to 1805. 
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Boulder on Lexington Common Marking Line of the Minute-men 
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Revolutionary Monument, 1799 
On Lexington Common 
The first revolutionary monument erected. (See page 73) 


President Washington stopped here Nov. 5, 1789, on his 
tour through New England, and, as he says in his diary, 
“viewed the spot on which the first blood was spilt, in the 
dispute with Great Brittain on 19th April 1775.” Again, 
beside this old monument, Lafayette was welcomed to 
Lexington, on Sept. 2, 1824, and Kossuth was received by 
the Town May 11, 1852. 
Following the earlier example when Lexington’s ““Min- 
ute-men of ’61”” were bidden God-speed from the steps of 
the First Parish Church at the head of the Common the 
entire town assembled at this old monument Sept. 17, 1917, 
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and with touching ceremony bade adieu to Lexington’s 
young men upon their departure for service in the World 
War. Again, the citizens gathered here June 14, 1919, to 
welcome home all her youthful soldiers except the eight 
who had made the supreme sacrifice. On April 19, 1921, at 
the conclusion of appropriate exercises held beside this 
monument, eight elm trees were planted around the Com- 
mon to commemorate the memory of these young men. 


“Here flowed the sacrificial blood, 
Hence sprang the bond of brotherhood; 
Here rose, resolved for good or ll, 

The Nation’s Majesty of will. 


May peaceful generations turn 

To where these ancient glories burn; 

And not a lesson of that time 

Fade from men’s thoughts through wrong or crime.” 


—Fulia Ward Howe, April 19, 1875 


The monument is draped with wreaths and flowers on 
Memorial Day, accompanied by appropriate exercises. 


The Belfry 
Ata Town-meeting held June 15, 1761, ““Mr. Isaac Stone 


of Said Town Came into Said Meeting & Gave ye town a 
Bell to be for the Towns Use Forever, which Bell was 


_ there & weighted four hundred and Sixty three pounds, for 


which ye Moderator in ye name of btie Town Returned him 
thanks: 5 

“then voted to hang ye Bell on ye top of ye Hill upon ye 
North side of Liet Lawes NMlunroes house.” 

The Committee for building this Belfry rendered their 
account the following year, the cost being £21-12s-1oM%d. 
In 1768 this little building, built simply to hold the bell, 
was removed to the south side of the Common (the spot 
marked by a boulder and tablet) near the Meeting- 
house. “Here it remained for thirty years summoning the 
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people to worship, warning them at night to rake up the 
fires and go to bed and tolling for them when one after 
another they passed away.” From this Belfry the alarm 
is was sounded on the morn- 

ing of April 19, 1775, 
which called the Minute- 
men to the Common. 
After the construction, 
in 1794, of the third meet- 
ing house, with a steeple 
on it for the bell, the old 
Belfry was purchased by 
a son of Capt. Parker in 
1797 and removed to the 
Parker farm in the south 
fH part of the town, where 
EGGERS ae Sat was) used as’ a wheel- 

i | wright’s shop. There it 
eile ARine ine Aw eeeietem remained until 1891,when 
The Old Belfry it was presented to the 

The original was destroyed by a gale in 1909 Lexi ng ton Histori cal 
and this replica erected in 1910 Society by Mr. James a 
Munroe and replaced on 

the hill, opposite the Common, near the spot where it was 
rected. Much weakened by decay, it was destroyed bya 
gale on June 20, 1909. The building now on the site is an 
exact reproduction of the original Belfry and was erected 
by the Lexington Historical Society in 1910. The bell long 
ago disappeared, but the tongue is treasured as a valued 


relic of the past and may be seen in the safe at the Han- 
cock-Clarke House. 


Hancock-(larke House 


Next after the Battle-green this old parsonage is the 
‘most interesting and important place, historically, in Lex- 
ington. 
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It stands on Hancock Street, about four minutes’ walk 
from the Common. The one-story gambrel-roofed ell, the 
original part, was built by Rev. John Hancock, the second 
pastor, in 1698. It contained a good-sized living room and 
the parson’s study downstairs, and two small, low cham- 
bers. In this tiny house Rev. and Mrs. Hancock reared 
their five children to manhood and womanhood. The frame 
is oak, hand hewn, and shows little sign of decay. 

In 1734. Thomas Hancock, second son of Rev. John Han- 
cock and a prosperous Boston merchant, added the main 
portion of the house for his parents. The wainscoting in 
this newer part is particularly handsome. In all there are 
eight rooms with seven fireplaces. All the outer walls con- 
tain a lining of brick extending from sill to eaves. 

In 1755 Rev. Jonas Clarke became the third pastor of 
the village and occupied this house. As a man of sterling 
character, preacher and patriot he exerted a powerful influ- 
ence in both private and public affairs. 

John Hancock, the Governor and signer of the Declara- 
tion, spent seven years of his boyhood at this home of his 
grandparents, and in maturer years 
brought Samuel Adams with him 
that they might have the benefit 
of Parson Clarke’s sound judgment 
and sincere opinion. As return to 
Boston would mean immediate 
imprisonment as Rebels it was but 
natural that Hancock and Adams 
on the adjournment of the Com- 
mittee of Safety in Concord on €: for 
April 17, to meet in Menotomy Nagean Bore tor 
(Arlington, § miles from Lexington) ev! Foass Clakke 
April 18, should come to this house 
to remain with Parson Clarke. Here also, at this time, were 
John Hancock’s aunt, and the beautiful Dorothy Quincy, 
his fiancee, to whom he was married the following August. 
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Hancock-Clarke House 
Built by Rev. John Hancock in 1698. Enlarged in 1734 
Here Hancock and Adams were visiting April 19, 1775 
Owned by the Lexington Historical Society 
(On Hancock Street) 


Solomon Brown of Lexington had been to market at 
Boston, April 18, and on his return late in the afternoon 
informed Sergeant Munroe that he had seen nine British 
officers pass up the road. Munroe, suspecting that their 
intention was to capture Hancock and Adams, placed a 
guard of well-armed men about the Parsonage. Toward 
morning, after Revere and Dawes had delivered their mes- 
sages of warning, Hancock and Adams, for their greater 


safety, were conducted to the parsonage in Burlington, and - 


later to Mr. Amos Wyman’s house 1n Billerica. Hancock 
sent a note back to Dorothy Quincy requesting her to fol- 
low their party, and bring the fine salmon which had been 
sent in for their dinner, which she accordingly did. At 
the time of the battle it was all open country between 
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Mr. Clarke’s house and the Common, and the firing was 
plainly seen from the chambers. 

The house stood originally on the opposite side of the 
street from its present location. With the aid of patriotic 
men and women in various parts of the country, the Lex- 
ington Historical Society purchased the house, removed it 
to its present position in 1896, and restored it to its original 
condition. 

It contains the larger part of the collection of the His- 
torical Society, numbering over 2400 articles. Connected 
with the house is a fireproof safe for the preservation of the 
more valuable items. Prominent in the collection are por- 
traits of Rev. and Mrs. John Hancock, painted by Smibert; 
silhouette-life size of Rev. Jonas Clarke; set of Doolittles’ 
engravings of the battles of Lexington and Concord; sword 
of Robert Newman who hung the lanterns in the church 
steeple for Paul Revere; pocket-book of Joshua Bentley 
who rowed Revere across the Charles River on the night of 
April 18, 1775; cannon balls fired by Earl Percy’s troops 
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Kitchen, Hancock-Clarke House, Lexington 
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April 19,1775; muskets and swords used by the Minute- 
men; silk vest and gold ring worn by Gov. John Hancock; 
lantern formerly used by Paul Revere; the drum that 
beat the call for the Minute-men to assemble; Major 
Pitcairn’s pistols; tongue 
of the bell which alarmed 
the villagers April 18, 
1775; bill of Dr. Joseph 
Fiske of Lexington for 
caring for the wounded 
British soldiers; stamp 


reas issued under the Stamp 
\\ ) 


Act of 1765; miniature 
on ivory of Major Pit- 
cairn, copied from the 
original; banner which 
welcomed Lafayette in 
1824; furniture and im- 
plements of colonial days 
iat ie pee and many valuablemanu- 
Rev. John Hancock scripts and publications. 

From oil painting, by Smibert Memoranda. The First 
On dt HanentClarke Hous) -Patish was organized in 
1691. Benjamin Esta- 


brook, born in Concord in 1671, was called to be the first 
pastor—ordained in 1696—died in 1697. 

John Hancock, born in Cambridge in 1671, became the 
second pastor in 1697 and remained until his death in 1752. 
He married Elizabeth Clark of Chelmsford and to them 
five children were born.Of these John, the eldest, became a 
minister in Braintree, where his son John, the Governor 
and signer of the Declaration, was born Jan. 23, 1737. 
Thomas, the second child of Rev. and Mrs. Hancock, be- 
came the wealthy Boston merchant and built the famous 
Hancock mansion on Beacon Hill, Boston. He had no chil- 
dren and left the greater part of his wealth to his nephew, 
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John the Governor. The third child, Elizabeth, and the 
fifth, Lucy, both married well-known clergymen. The 
fourth child, Ebenezer, graduated from Harvard and was 
settled in Lexington as his father’s colleague in 1734; he 
died in 1740. 

Rey) )jonas'Clarke, Fr 
born in Newton in 1730, 
was the third pastor, 
frem. 1755@to tos: He | 
married Lucy, daughter | 
of Rev. Nicholas and | 
Lucy (Hancock) Bowes | 
of Bedford. Mr. Clarke’s | 
wife was, therefore, the | 
granddaughter of Rev. 
John Hancock and cousin 
of Gov. John Hancock. 
Thus this most historic 
house remained in the one 
family from 1698 until | __ ee J 
the death of Parson OTE G82 SLE ty OE 
Clarke’ ane daughter Elizabeth Clarke Hancock 


r 6 From oil painting, by Smibert 
in I 844 —, 4 Span of 14 Owned by Lexington Historical Society 


years. (4t Hancock-Clarke House) 
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Munroe Tavern 


About a mile east of the Common, on tao lad 
Avenue, stands the Munroe sero built in 1695 by 
William Munroe and occupied in 1775 by his grandson, 
Sergeant William Munroe. When Earl Percy reached Lex- 
ington with reinforcements on the afternoon of April 19, 
1775, he made this old hostelry his headquarters. Here his 
wounded soldiers were cared for and others refreshed at 
the tavern’s expense. Mrs. Munroe and her children hid 
in the woods behind the house. Neighbor John Raymond, 
a cripple, whom Sergeant Munroe had left in charge of 
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Munroe Tavern. Built 1695 
Earl Percy’s headquarters, April 19, 1775 
Owned by the Lexington Historical Society 


the premises, was wantonly shot.* The ceiling of the Bar- 
room carries a bullet-hole made by the discharge of a rifle 
in the hands of a British soldier. 

‘Washington was entertained here Nov. 5, 1789, and the 
chair, table, dishes and hat-rack used by him are pre- 
served. 

Sometime after 1770 an ell, now removed, was built on 
the northwest side of the house, containing a hall about 
60 by 20 feet, in which balls and parties were held. Hiram 
Lodge of Freemasons, which was instituted in the Wash- 
ington Room Dec. 12,1797, afterwards met in this hall. 

By the bequest of the late James S. Munroe and in ac- 
cordance with the wish of his brother William H. Munroe, 
who was the last of the family to occupy the Tavern, it 
became the property of the Lexington Historical Society 

*See Hudson’s “History of Lexington,” Bi-Centenary Edition, 1913, Vol. 1, 
Peart 
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and is open to visitors. (See page 4.) It contains many 
valuable and interesting relics of Washington, Colonial 
days, April 19, 1775, and the early occupants of the hos- 
telry. Notable in the collection are portraits of the 
Munroe family of the Revolutionary period and of the 
great-great-grandchildren of Col. Munroe who served in 
the World War; the bread-trough in which Mrs. Munroe 
mixed bread the night before the battle of Lexington; 
wedding ring, bonnet and slippers of Mrs. Col. Munroe; 
the Masonic punch bowl, apron, and seal of Col. Munroe, 
first Master of Hiram Lodge (see above); desk and other 
furniture used in the tavern at the time of Col. Munroe; 
the Tavern’s original swinging sign; articles connected 
with William Dawes; flip mugs, tavern tables and chairs; 
autograph survey and map made by George Washington 
(loaned); two portraits of Earl Percy, an autograph letter, 
and the pay-roll of his regiment of foot. 
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Room in Munroe Tavern 
Used by Earl Percy as his headquarters 
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Buckman Tavern, Lexington, Mass. Built 1690 
Headquarters of the Minute-men 
Owned by the Town of Lexington afd leased for 99 years to _ 
the Lexington Historical Society 


Buckman Tavern 


Facing the Common on the east, its walls proudly re- 
taining the scars of British bullets, stands the Buckman 
Tavern, the oldest of the twelve inns which once did an 
active business in the town. The original structure was 
built about 1690 by Benjamin Muzzey and here in 1693 he 
was licensed to keep public house. Since his time many 
changes and additions have been made, but the present 
appearance of the building is substantially as it was in 


1775 when John Buckman, a member of Capt. Parker’s 


company, was the landlord. 

Here, about the great fireplace in the Tap Room, on 
the morning of April Nineteenth, the Minute-men as- 
sembled to await definite word of the approach of the 
British troops; from its chamber windows Paul Revere, 
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who had returned to secure a trunk full of papers belong- 
ing to Hancock, witnessed their arrival; within its doors 
that afternoon were brought two wounded British sol- 
diers, one of whom died and was buried in the old 
cemetery. 

Here was located the first village store and here in 1812 
was opened Lexington’s first postoffice. 

In 1913 the Tavern and its surrounding grounds were 
purchased by the Town, leased to the Lexington His- 
torical Society, and during the World War became the 
center of all local war activities. Since 1921 it has been 
maintained as a community meeting place a the Buck- 
man Tavern Community Association. 

Much has been done to restore the building to its 
original condition, and much remains to be done. The 
work proceeds slowly and with great care that no mis- 
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Tap Room, Buckman Tavern 
The fireplace measures 7 feet 234 inches long, 4 feet 514 inches high and 
3 feet 4 inches deep 
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First Normal School. Built 1822 
(Faces the Common) 
Now occupied by Simon W. Robinson Lodge, A. F.& A. M. 


takes may be made. At the same time the Historical 
Society and its friends are bending their energies toward 
furnishing the old house as far as possible in the manner 
and fashion of 1775. While at present the pleasing 1n- 
terior is alone enough to warrant a visit, the tourist will 
also find the nucleus of an excellent collection of antiques 
in which old bottles, jugs, flip mugs, loggerheads, tavern 
table and chairs and other tavern “‘necessities”’ of an 
earlier day predominate. 


eACasonic Temple (First Normal School) 


On the opposite corner from the Harrington House and 
facing the Common stands the Masonic Temple, occupied 
by Simon W. Robinson Lodge, A. F. and A. M. The main 
part of this building was erected in 1822 for the Lexington 
Academy, which lasted about ten years. Eighty-four 
students from several states are listed in the first cata- 
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logue. During its last years, experiments were made in 


mechanical, industrial and horticultural education. 

On July 3, 1839, following the resolve of the Massa- 
chusetts Legislature making an appropriation for Normal 
Schools, the first Normal School in America was opened 
here under the direction of the Rev. Cyrus Pierce, with 
three pupils enrolled. In 1844 the State Board of Educa- 
tion moved the school to West Newton and in 1853 to 
Framingham. 


The Harrington House 


~On one corner of Elm Avenue and Bedford Street, about 
ten rods back of the line of the Minute-men, is the house 
of Jonathan Harrington, who, wounded by a British 
bullet, dragged himself to the doorstep and died at his 
wife’s feet. Subsequently this house was occupied by John 
Augustus, the well-known (at that time) cao 
pad pre reformer. 


he sy 


The House of Jonathan Harrington. Killed April 19, 1775 


(Faces the Common) 
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Home of Marrett and Nathan Munroe. Built 1729 
(Faces the Common) 


About 1830 the ell of the house was used by Messrs. 
Burr and Chittenden for the manufacture of wall clocks. 

While the exact year in which this house was built has 
not. been determined, it was originally one of the most 
elegant in town. It was renovated and restored in IgIo. 


eMarrett Atunroe Hotise 


On Massachusetts Avenue, facing the Common, is the 
house of Marrett and Nathan Munroe. Built in 1729, it 
stands a mute witness of the stirring scenes of April 19, 
1775, for Nathan Munroe was a member of Capt. Parker’s 
company on the Common that morning. It was moved 
forward, repaired and restored in 1915. 


Dr. foseph Fiske House 


About five minutes’ walk on Hancock Street, beyond the 
Hancock-Clarke House, is the home of Dr. Fiske, built in 
1732. He was born in 1752 and studied medicine seven 
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years with Dr. Joseph Warren and his son. Dr. Fiske was” 


a member of Capt. Parker’s company and attended the 
wounded April 19, 1775. Commissioned Surgeon by Wash- 
ington he served during the entire Revolution and was 
present at the surrender of Cornwallis at Yorktown. 


Cary Memorial Library 


This was established in 1868 by a gift from Mrs. 
William H. Cary, and the present memorial building was 
a gift to the town in #906 from Miss Alice B. Cary. Wil- 
lard D. Brown of Lexington, architect. It contains about 
33,000 volumes with capacity of 55,000 volumes, with 
reading, study and art rooms. 


Of special interest are, marble bust of Theodore Parker, by Sidney H. 
Morse, 1876; bust of Samuel E. Sewall.* 


*Born 1799, died 1888, lawyer, prominent in the anti-slavery movement as an 
associate of William Lloyd Garrison. 
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House of Dr. ge Fiske, V Who Peat the Nee April 19, 1775 
Built 1732 
(On Hancock Street, beyond Hancock-Clarke House) 
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Modern Lexington—Cary Memorial Library 


By Miss Annie Whitney of Boston; bust of Brig. Gen’l William 
Francis Bartlett.* 

Large oil painting “Columbus at the Court of Ferdinand and Isa- 
bella of Castille,’ by V. Brozik, Paris; portrait of Earl Percy copied 
from the original (Pompeo Bartoni) by Pope in 1879; portrait of Paul 
Revere by Jane E. Bartlett, 1883, after Gilbert Stuart 1813; portrait of 
William Dawes (copy), original artist unknown; portrait of Col. William 
Munroe, orderly Sergeant of Capt. Parker’s company, by Greenwecd 
(painted on wood); portrait of Samuel Bowman; portrait of William H. 
Cary, by Edgar Parker (from photograph); portrait of Mrs. William 
H. Cary, by Edgar Parker, 1874; portrait of Charlotte Bronte by C. L. 
Eliot; portrait of Charles Dickens by C. L. Smith. Oil paintings, The 
Axenstrasse, by Jos. Jansen; Autumn Scene by G. Koken; Madonna of 


the Chair (copy); The Old Mill at Hiram, Maine, by F. H. Shapleigh, 


ete. 


The Parker Family and Homestead 
The ancestor John Parker came to Lexington about 
1712 and purchased “‘one small Manfion Houfe and about 


*Born in Haverhill 1840 (Harvard 1861) and served with marked ability 
throughout the Civil War. He was wounded a number of times and was a 
prisoner in Libby Prison. A resident of Lexington for a number of years. 
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Sixty Acres of Land” in the south part of Lexington known 
as “Kite End.” Here Capt. John Parker, grandson of the 
first settler, was born and from this place was summoned 
by the alarm bell tocommand his company April 19, 1775. 
Later in the day “‘true to the spirit of freedom he collected 
his scattered company and marched to meet the anping 
on their return from Concord.” 

Although in poor health he led his band of ones men 
to Cambridge on May 6 and a larger detachment on 
June 17. Serious illness precluded further service and he 
died Sept. 17, 1775, aged 46. 

His grandson, Theodore Parker, the most notable man 
Lexington has ever produced, was born here in the old 
house Aug. 24, 1810. The original house was destroyed 
some time previous to 1850, but its location is marked by 
a granite monument erected by his devoted parishioners. 
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Stone Marking Site of the Birla of Theodore Parker and Home of 
Capt. John Parker 
(Spring Street about 2 miles from center of town) 
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He was a rare scholar, a liberal thinker, a remarkable 
preacher, a prolific writer, and a great lover of nature and 
his fellow creatures. He died in Florence, May 10, 1860, 
and was buried in the Protestant cemetery there. 
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Grave of British Soldier 
(In Ye Old Cemetery) 


Ye Old Burying Ground 


Just beyond the Com- 
mon on Massachusetts 
Avenue at the junction of 
Elm Avenue, its entrance 
marked by a boulder, is 
the old burying ground. 
It is a pleasant plot with 
outlook across broad 
meadows to rising hills in 
the distance. 

So far as known it con- 
tains the oldest graves in 
town; there are two or 
three stones bearing the 
date of 1690, and prob- 
ably older unmarked 
graves. Here the bodies 
of the Lexington men, 
killed in the battle, were 


originally buried in one grave. Here a British soldier who 
was wounded on April 19 and died in Buckman Tavern 
April 22, 1775, was buried. It contains the graves of the 
first three ministers of the town,—Estabrook, Hancock and 
Clarke. In 1884 the Town erected a substantial granite 
monument over the grave of Capt. John Parker. A marble 
obelisk marks the grave of Gov. Wm. Eustis, a surgeon 
in the Revolution and governor of Massachusetts 1823- 
1825. John Augustus was buried in tomb No. 4, near the 


entrance. (See page 49.) 


The Hancock tomb contains the remains of Rev. and 
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Mrs. John Hancock, Rev. Ebenezer Hancock, Rev. and 
Mrs. Jonas Clarke, Mrs. Mary Clarke Ware,—wife of Rev. 
Henry Ware, D.D.,—and three other children of Mr. 
Clarke. The tomb was sealed in 1844 when the last daugh- 
ter of Rev. Mr. Clarke was buried there. 


Cary Memorial Building 


This building, completed in 1928, as a memorial to 
Isaac Harris Cary, is a gift to the Town of Lexington 
from his daughters Mrs. Eliza Cary Farnham and Miss 
Susanna Cary, their wills providing for a memorial build- 
ing “for the care and display of revolutionary relics and 
treasures pertaining to the Town and a hall for lectures 
and public meetings.” 
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T. was twenty years after the Pilgrims landed at Ply- 

.— mouth and five years after Peter Bulkley settled at 

Concord when Roger Herlarkenden built the first 

house in Cambridge Farms, now Lexington. Cambridge 

at that time comprised a large tract of land extending 

from the Charles River on the south to the Merrimac 
River on the north. : ’ 

The first settlement is presumed to have been east of 
the Common near Vine Brook. Most of the meadows and 
some of the uplands were found free from wood and brush, 
probably having been burned over by the Indians, and 
were used by the Cambridge residents as an additional 
source of hay before any permanent settlement was made. 
Prominent among the early inhabitants who settled here 
are the names Munroe, Tidd, Bowman, Bridge, Reid, 
Wellington and Merriam. Cambridge Farms remained 
the north precinct of Cambridge till 1691 when it was 
set off as a separate parish. 
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Wikio Lexington—The Old ‘Belfry 


(Dedicated Jan. 24, 1894) 
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Benjamin Estabrook was the first minister of the town 
at a salary of £40 a year, with quarterly contributions. 
After three years the contributions were to cease and the 
salary be then fixed at £56. A meeting-house was built on 
the southeast corner of the Common where the granite 
pulpit now stands. Mr. Estabrook, son of Rev. Benjamin 
Estabrook, was born at C se ait) Feb. 24, 1671; grad- 
adel eon Harrard 1690; called to the church et Sexi 
ington 1692, and died at Lexington, July 22, 1697. On 
the 7th of November, 1697, John Hancock of Cambridge 
was chosen to preach and he was publicly ordained 
Nov. 2, 1698, continuing as minister until his death 55 
years later. He was settled on the same terms as had been 
agreed upon with Mr. Estabrook, with £80 for settle- 
ment. One hundred and forty-eight acres of “‘ ministerial 
land” was purchased of the Town of Cambridge for eigh- 
teen shillings.” 

The town was incorporated as Lexington, March 31, 
1713, taking its name probably from Lord Lexington, a 
British statesman of prominence at that time. Town 
officers were immediately chosen and the following month 
the-selectmen voted “‘to erect a payer of stocks”’ as re- 
quired by law. Just where the stocks were built 1s uncer- 
tain, but probably, according to common custom, near 
the meeting-house. 

This same year a new meeting-house was built near 
the site of the old one. It was 50 feet by 4o feet and 28 
feet high. The first schoolhouse was erected in 1715, on 
the Common, where the Revolutionary Monument now 
stands. 


*The income from rentals, hay and wood was to help defray the expense of 
the minister’s salary. During the siege of Boston a very substantial sum was 
realized from the sale of wood to the Continental Army at Cambridge. Though 
all the land was sold many years ago a considerable part of the original tract 
has again become the property of the Town and is held for Park and Play-ground 
purposes. With the separation of the Parish Church from the town government 
the ministerial lands or ‘‘Fund”’ reverted to the church and is an active trust 
today. 
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Modern Lexington—The Lexington Golf Club, Hill Street 


The town early became noted for its military spirit and 
took an active part in the French and Indian wars. The 
stanch character and determination of the men com- 
posing the militia were finally displayed in the battle on 
the Common, April 19, 1775, when Capt. John Parker and 
76 men faced 800 trained soldiers of Britain. Lexington 
men participated in 17 different campaigns during the 
Revolution. 

The population of the town in 1775 was not more than 
800. In the Civil War the town furnished more than her 


full quota. 


In 1875 the town celebrated the centennial anniversary ~ 


of the battle in an elaborate way. Business in Boston and 
throughout this part of the State was generally suspended, 
and from an early hour people poured into Lexington by 
every possible conveyance. The streets were soon so 
crowded that carriages could not approach within a mile 
of the center. Careful estimates placed the number of 
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visitors at 100,000. The weather was very cold with snow 
squalls, and the experiences of the day have been an un- 
ending source of anecdote. 

Among the guests of honor were President U.S.Grant 
and his cabinet. One of the most interesting ceremonies 
of the day was the unveiling of the statues of Adams and 
Hancock. That of Adams was made in Rome by* Martin 
Milmore of Boston ; of Hancock in Florence by Thomas R. 


Gould, also of Boston. The contracts stipulated that the 


statues should be delivered in Lexington on or before 
Jan. 1, 1875, but they did not arrive until Saturday, 
April 17. 

Another important presentation to the town at this 
time was Pitcairn’s pistols, by Mrs. John P. Putnam of 
Cambridge, N. Y. On the retreat of the British on the 
afternoon of April 19, 1775, a skirmish took place near 
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The Oldest Gravestone, 1690 
(Ye Old Cemetery) 
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Fiske’s Hill in which Maj. Pitcairn was wounded and fell 
from his horse. These pistols with the horse and accouter- 
ments were captured by the Provincials, and later sold at 
auction in Concord. The holsters and pistols were pur- 
chased by Nathan Barrett, who presented them to General 


Putnam from whom they descended to his grandson, the 
husband of the donor. 


At one time considerable manufacturing was done in Lexington, 
particularly in the East Village, but today the town is chiefly a resi- 
dential suburb. There are many good farms devoted to gardening and 
the production of milk. The land is rugged and much diversified. The 
town is noted for its healthfulness and high elevation, being about 10 
miles from the coast and 230 feet above sea level. 

A steam railroad was built from Lexington to Boston in 1846, and in 
1900-1901 the electric railroad was introduced. The population of the 
town and valuation by s0-year periods has been as follows: 1650, 
population 30, valuation unknown; 1700, population 350, valuation 
unknown; 1750, population 761, valuation unknown; 1800, population 
1006, valuation $251,052.00; 1850 population 1888, valuation $1,869- 
453-00; Ig00, population 3831, valuation $5,182,060.00; I1g20, popula- 
tion 7776, valuation about $9,945,296.00. 

In 1913 the town commemorated the two hundredth anniversary of 
its incorporation, proceedings and addresses of which were published. 
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A Revolutionary Cradle 
Owned by Lexington Historical Society 
At Hancock-Clarke House 
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The Lexington Pistorical Society 


was founded in 1886 for the purpose of “‘the preservation 
of such knowledge and of such relics as illustrate the 
history of Lexington.” The Society owns the Hancock- 
CiarkE House, having saved it from destruction by out- 
right purchase in 1896. The Munror Tavern became the 
property of the Society in 1911 through the generosity of 
its owner, Mr. James S. Munroe—his will providing for 


the gift of the building and land. The Buckman Tavern 


_is the property of the Town of Lexington. It was pur- 


chased in 1913—the Society contributing liberally toward 
the purchase price. In return, the building is leased to the 
Society for 99 years for Gekodesl purposes. The Sandham 
painting, “THe Dawn or Liserry,” hanging in the Town 
Hall is also the property of the Society. 

The Society has reprinted Hudson’s “History or Lex- 
INGTON,” and published a number of smaller volumes of 
historic interest, all of which are sold at cost or less. 

The Lexington Historical Society, rich in its posses- 
sions, is fully mindful of its obligation to preserve for 
posterity these priceless buildings and their contents and 
to‘keep them open for the immediate benefit of the public. 

There is no admission charge to any of the buildings, 
but visitors appreciating the financial burden placed 
upon the Society may assist by contributing to the 
Contribution Box. 


Publications for Sale by the 
Lexington Historical Society 


“The Battle of April 19, 1775, in Lexington, Concord, Lincoln, Arlington, 
Cambridge, Somerville and Charlestown.” New Edition, 1922, by Frank Warren 
Coburn. 200 pp. Price $1.75. 


»” 


“The Battle on Lexington Common, April 19, 1775,” a paper read before the 
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